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Greetings! We present the AKU Library newsletter for
the first quarter of 2022. The library has continued to
grow resiliently amidst the global challenges of Covid19 and its attendant impacts. We have substantially
increased electronic resources to enable improved
remote access. Towards the end of 2021, we acquired
EBSCO Discovery Service (EDS), a federated search
platform providing users with a single search box
across all library databases, including the online public
access catalogue (OPAC). This helps discover more
relevant resources from the library’s wealth of
information resources. AKU Library has also subscribed
to Scopus, a robust discovery and analytics tool that
helps weigh scholarship metrics, map research and
make efficient scholarship decisions.

Peter Gatiti
Associate Vice Provost
& University Librarian

AKU scholarship has further been enhanced through
community support services like the Gilgit-Baltistan
School Digital Library Project and the School
Improvement Programme (SIP). In East Africa, the AKU
libraries continue to build capacity through the Burundi
Digital Library Project, enabling scholars in Burundi to
access a wide range of free open educational resources.
The library introduced a library scholarship award in
Kenya to support and encourage early-career health
researchers from across the country in their journey
through research.
Read through our newsletter to learn about our
successful AKU Author’s Day, Repository on
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR),
University Archives and other exciting stories.
The AKU library spaces have continued to be hospitable
to all who wish to study, discuss, research and develop
online delivery content in the digital media space. More
technologies and services are also in the offing.
To conclude, I would like to recognise our erstwhile
colleagues Mr Musa Khan (FHS Library, Karachi) and
Mr Imtiaz Ahmed (AVLRC, Karachi), who have
graduated to retirement. We celebrate them and wish
them well in their future endeavours, keeping in mind
that retirement is not tiredness but an opportunity to
impact society at various levels.

Reading for Children

Based on the foundational role that ‘reading’ plays for students
learning and its cross-cutting implications for all subjects, the
Aga Khan Foundation (AKF) sponsored School Improvement
Programme (SIP) implemented by AKU-PDCN since 2016 in
public sector schools in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), introduced the
Reading for Children (RfC) programme in all project schools.
Through the RfC, two libraries have been established in each
SIP project school. One to facilitate children and teachers to
have access to books, whereas the other school to facilitate both
parents and children to borrow and read books from the
community-based library. 256 libraries were established as part
of the school improvement initiatives taken in 128 SIP schools,
while for the 22 SIP schools in Darel (Diamer) Gilgit-Baltistan
(GB), it was not possible to establish the community-based
libraries due to cultural sensitivities. In case of Darel, the books
allocated for the community-based libraries were added to the
books in the school-based libraries.

The concept of school libraries is not new in the public sector
schools in GB. However, the idea of community-based libraries
was a novel one as there were no such example of establishing
libraries in communities to promote reading culture amongst
the stakeholders in GB. The purpose of community libraries is
to creatively enable children and their parents to access books
even after school hours and weekends for them to read and
enjoy books at home. Each of the school and
community-based library has been equipped with 1000 and
1200 books respectively. Some libraries have been innovatively
set up in community spaces including mosques and places of
https://one.aku.edu/library/Documents/The%20Reading%20for%20Children%20Libraries%20in%20Gilgit%20Baltistan-converted.pdf
congregation and
even in shops. Read full story

Special contribution by Dr Mola Dad Shafa, Associate Professor and Head
Aga Khan University Professional Development Centre North (PDCN)
Gilgit Baltistan, Pakistan

Gilgit-Baltistan
School Digital Library

The Institute for Educational Development (IED) library in
Karachi, with the support from its affiliated libraries in
Gilgit-Baltistan, is seeking to empower Aga Khan Higher
Secondary Schools, Model Schools and Regional Higher
Secondary Schools (AKESP) in the Northern Areas by providing
access to AKU library digital resources. The “Gilgit-Baltistan
School Digital Library” project will train librarians and teachers
in the Northern Areas beginning with 10 educational institutions
before expanding to include more schools. The Information
Technology department at AKU is playing a crucial role to
ensure that the internet service is available to all without
interruption to make the project successful.
For more information, please contact AKU Librarian at IED
Karachi on ied.library@aku.edu

'When Writing Hurts’
In conversation with physician-author
Dr Haider Warraich
The Office of the University Librarian in collaboration with the
Office of Alumni Affairs organised a talk 'When Writing Hurts’
with Dr Haider Warraich. It was moderated by Dr Asad Mian,
Associate Professor and Chair, Emergency Medicine.
To view full conversationhttp://view.vzaar.com/2139930884/player
please click here

Library and CHS collaborate
with WHO on SHRH
The Office of the University Librarian and AKU’s Department of
Community Health Sciences (CHS) have won a WHO grant
(USD 15,000) for establishing a repository on Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR). The repository will be
a rich resource of evidence, strategic plans and training
materials generated by the region and countries established in
the Eastern Mediterranean Region under WHO’s leadership and
guidance.

University
Archives
The University Archives project is designed to capture and
preserve the history and stories of the University over the
decades. It will stock audio, video and pictorial content, among
other media.The initiative will preserve unique, rare and
specialised materials through digitisation and make them
available on request to researchers and historians. Certain
aspects of this project will involve the digitization of the
identified artifacts and making them available in a variety of
formats such as audio podcasts, exhibitions, digital illustrations,
publications etc., all the while abiding to the required copyright
regulations.
The initial project focuses on recording the memories of those
who have served in leadership and influential positions over
time. The project will launch in Karachi with a university-wide
central repository and later branch out to our other campuses.
The AKU community is welcome to share any valuable historical
content through this email: librarian@aku.edu

What to Read...
After several years of sporadic reading of contemporary fiction,
creative non-fiction and general non-fiction, I came across
Homo Deus by Yuval Noah Harari. This book belongs to the
genre of ‘popular science’ per its cover, but it goes far beyond
that. It is a highly evocative, provocative and candid outlook on
Homo sapiens (modern human beings, in other words) – where
they’ve come from, but more importantly where they are headed
(hence, Homo Deus alluding to humanity version 2.0). All that,
and more within the book, is looked at through the
multi-prismatic lens of human history, religion,
politics/governance and science. Through his unapologetic and
no-nonsense writing, Harari subtly and overtly critiques
contemporary institutionalized practices be they cultural,
religious, political or health-related, but presents cogent
arguments for said criticism. He effectively utilizes humor and
wit to support his insightful viewpoints, and that makes all the
difference.
If what I have said above not convinced you thus far to grab the
book and start reading it, then the following five reasons should.
https://one.aku.edu/library/Documents/Homo%20Deus%20YNH%20Asad%20Mian%20review-converted.pdf
Read more

Dr Asad Mian
Associate Professor & Chair Emergency
Medicine, Aga Khan University, Karachi

I am currently reading Noel Cossin’s ‘Man in the Hat: The
Story of Shoaib Sultan Khan and the Rural Poor of South
Asia’. The book takes a kaleidoscopic view of history,
colonialism, independence, and globalisation around the central
protagonist, Shoaib Sultan Khan.
For those in the Aga Khan Development Network, Shoaib Sahib,
as he is known, is a colossus. Born of an aristocratic and
privileged family in pre-independence India, he moved to
independent Pakistan and quickly rose through the civil service
ranks. He was appointed by AKU Chancellor, His Highness the
Aga Khan, to found the Aga Khan Rural Support Programme
(AKRSP) in the early 1980s. In a short span of fewer than 30
years, AKRSP has changed the fortunes of the rural poor in the
Northern Areas of Pakistan, informed rural and poverty
alleviation programmes across the world and won numerous
awards and accolades, both for the founding Director as well as
the institution.
If anyone wishes to seek social justice, address issues of
inequality or need the inspiration to continue the hard work of
developing new knowledge to improve people’s quality of life,
this is a good read.

Dr Anil Khamis
Senior Advisor, Office of the Provost
Aga Khan University, Kenya

As a historian, recent events have made me think more about
historical experiences of crises. This led me to this
book,’Historical Disaster Experiences’ a collection of essays
covering an enormous geographical and temporal scope.It
includes 6 essays on the pre-modern Middle East – my
specialism. However, most powerful is its clear theoretical
framework which sets out a commitment to providing a global
disaster history. As its authors make clear, natural disasters can
frequently be global events. Moreover, societies frequently
exposed to disasters often prepare for and mitigate them in
surprisingly similar ways (such as in earthquake zones or
flood-prone regions).
This book has provoked me to think about how cultures
remember moments of crisis. How and why do historians write
about these events? How are their accounts shaped by their
own experiences of disaster? I hope that others might find it
similarly enlightening.

Dr Mathew Barber, Postdoc
KITAB team, AKU-Institute for the
Study of Muslim Civilization, London

One of the best books, I read last year was called “In Other
Words” by novelist and Pulitzer Prize winner Jhumpa Lahiri.
The author was born in London to Bengali parents hence her
first language is English. However, she decided that she would
learn a language of her own choice and document the process
of thinking and writing in that language. She chose Italian and
moved to Rome for two years with her family. The story of “in
other words” is precisely that! Her struggle to master another
language to a level where she could own it - is incredible and is
beautifully articulated.
Any reader who can speak more than one language would be
able to identify with frustrations, anxieties and little moments of
joy over this entire process.

Fizza Kazmi
Senior Legal Counsel
Aga Khan University, Karachi

I just finished reading, ‘Open: An Autobiography,’ Andre
Agassi’s controversial, yet immensely enjoyable memoir that
reached No.1 on New York Times best-seller list in 2010.
Agassi, is one of the most iconic tennis players ever, known to
create headlines both on and off the court. Hardly any
professional tennis player in the game’s history has enjoyed the
lifestyle and media attention as Agassi did. This book gives an
interesting insight into what makes a champion, starting from
the relentless hardwork he was required to put in as a kid, to
remaining focused later in his career despite personal
challenges and an ageing, aching body. Even more interesting
are his honest accounts of the mental health challenges
associated with the high demands of his career, and the stardom
that he never got used to. I personally enjoyed his recollection
of some of the greatest tennis matches I remember watching on
TV as a child, complete with his pre-match preparation and his
thought process when things weren’t going his way.

My current read is the fifth edition of the ‘Practical Transfusion
Medicine’, 2017, by Michael F. Murphy, David J. Roberts, and
Mark H. Yazer.
The text is a very user-friendly resource covering all aspects of
transfusion medicine, from haematology to experienced
transfusion medicine experts.
The content is presented in simple language, offering complex
haematological jargon in palatable text complete with
illustrations, tables, chapter summaries/ key points and
algorithms while not losing the requisite depth and scientific
base.
I encourage the university community to create intimacy with
the Practical Transfusion Medicine textbook and to appreciate
the beauty of transfusion medicine and the safe use of blood
and blood products to improve patient outcomes.

In fact, the opening chapter of this book is a must-read for every
tennis fan, or sports enthusiast. The book is widely regarded as
one of the greatest sport biographies ever written, and quite
rightly so.

Dr Shahzad Shamim
Associate Professor, Surgery
AKUH, Karachi

Dr Matheka Cyrus
Senior Resident – Clinical Pathology
AKUH, Nairobi

New publications by
Dr Walid Ghali – AKU ISMC
The Guard of the Well is a collection of short stories that
presents part of the history of Western Desert in Egypt.
The stories highlight the life of people and their rich
custom. Arabic Manuscripts: The Role of Cultural
Institutions in Preservation and Access" aims to provide an
idea about how cultural institutions plan and execute
digitisation projects.
Dr Walid Ghali is an Associate Professor of Islamic and
Arabic studies at the Aga Khan University's Institute for the
Study of Muslim Civilisations and also the Head Librarian at
ISMC in London.

‘Facebook versus BMJ’
The BMJ has locked horns with Facebook and the gatekeepers of
international fact-checking after one of its investigations was wrongly
labelled with “missing context” and censored on the world’s largest
social network …
Read the whole story here:
https://www.bmj.com/content/376/bmj.o95
Shared by our librarian Nasra Gathoni in Nairobi

EBSCO Discovery Service (EDS)

A one-stop search space for all library databases and Online
Public Access Catalogue (OPAC). All AKU resources have been
integrated into EDS, including AKU subscribed &
consortium-supported (HEC in Pakistan & HINARI in EA)
resources (databases, journals, eBooks), ProQuest eBooks,
eCommons material and LibGuides.
https://www.aku.edu/library/pk/fhs/Pages/home.aspx (Pakistan)
https://www.aku.edu/library/ea/fhs/Pages/home.aspx (EA)

AKU subscribes to global abstract and citation database
Scopus is a comprehensive, source-neutral abstract and citation database curated by independent subject matter experts. It places powerful
discovery and analytics tools in the hands of researchers, librarians, institutional research managers and funders. Scopus powers better
decision-making with curated, complete, and connected data. AKU has now subscribed to Scopus, and is available to AKU researchers for
free.
For more information on Scopus, you can visit our library guide at https://guides.library.aku.edu/scopus.

eCommons@AKU – By the Numbers – December 2021
Global readership map

Top 10 geographical locations downloads from:
Rank

Global downloads:
- AKU-Global: 2,159,947 downloads from 231 countries/territories
- AKU-PK:
1,721,679 downloads from 228 countries/territories
- AKU-EA:
135,964 downloads from 201 countries/territories

The most cited AKU article:
The most cited AKU article (PlumX Metrics by Scopus) is: Maternal and child undernutrition: Global and regional exposures and
health consequences by Zulfiqar Bhutta, et al.

Flag

Countries

Downloads

1

Pakistan

564,232

2

United States

372,599

3

China

114,896

4

India

97,891

5

Philippines

75,762

6

United Kingdom

69,135

7

Indonesia

28,985

8

Canada

27,149

9

Australia

24,991

10

Kenya

24,973

PlumX metrics
* SCOPUS

Farewell to outstanding
staff members

After serving AKU for almost 44 years, Musa Khan retired
from the Library services in December 2021. Musa saw
the University evolving from almost scratch and has a
wealth of information related to its history. His long career,
contributions to the library, and association with the
University, was a testament to his immense professional
commitment and dedication as an employee par excellence.

After 25 years of dedicated service, Imtiaz Ahmad;
Coordinator Learning Resource Centre (AVLRC), bid
farewell in December 2021. Imtiaz was well known
amongst his colleagues for his versatile personality and
remained respected for his unconditional commitment. He
was endearing to his colleagues, peers, leaders and all
those who interacted with him in AVLRC.

AKU Author’s Day
Dr Farouk Topan
Professor Emeritus
and Former Director
AKU-Institute for the
Study of Muslim
Civilisations, UK

Almost 50 AKU Authors participated in the AKU
Author’s Day celebrated on November 1, 2021.
The main event was held virtually connecting all
campuses. Dr Farouk Topan, Professor Emeritus at
the Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilisations
(ISMC) gave the keynote address on; Authoring: A
Personal Journey, followed by a panel discussion,
and interesting Q&A with AKU Authors.
To view the complete event;http://view.vzaar.com/2139926678/player
click here.
Various on-campus activities included talks by
selected authors, book discussions, book fairs,
publications display and other events featuring AKU
authors of their scholarly works, poetry, and fiction.
Participating authors presence was captured on
video which highlighted their inspiration and
challenges in authoring their books. The event was a
successful collaboration between the Office of the
University Librarian and the Office of the Provost,
which aimed at supporting the intellectual and
creative abilities of AKU Authors. Listen to authors
https://www.aku.ethis
du/library/ulo/Pages/authorsvideos.aspx
talk about their publications on
Link

Dr Anjum Halai, Vice Provost and Dean, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, inaugurates the book
fair held at Karachi campus. Inauguration video.http://view.vzaar.com/2139930786/player
Link

President Sulaiman Shahabuddin shows a keen interest in books authored
by AKU academics and researchers

Authors in conversation

Students at the book exhibition

Author’s Day celebrations in East Africa

AKU Library Nairobi, Kenya

AKU Library Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

Vice Provost (EA) Dr Alex Awiti (left) and University Librarian Peter Gatiti
(right) award one of the participating authors with an Author’s Day gift hamper

Mkuki na Nyota Publishing Company representative, Godance
Andrew, talks about the process of publishing a book.

AKU Library Kampala, Uganda
Author’s and faculty/staff with their gift hampers AKU Library, Uganda

Information Skills Training

Recognition by regional/national bodies

Long Service Awards to Library Staff

Fortunata Chagu, Assistant Librarian AKU Tanzania, receives two
recognition certificates from COTUL Chairman on behalf of
Aga khan University

Nasra Gathoni, Peter Gatiti, Rosemary Thiong’o and Robert Nyakundi
of Aga Khan University Library, Nairobi, were among AKU Nairobi
staff given the long service awards

Information literacy training, FHS, Uganda
Capacity building sessions for researchers and librarians on
systematic reviews led by the Research4Life team.

Jesca Karungi, Librarian, FHS, Uganda, shows users how to access
eBooks, new resources like Nursing Resource Centre by EbscoHost
and EndNote Referencing Tool.

Library & Information Benchmarking, FHS Library, Uganda

Kabaale University library staff visits the FHS Library to
benchmark on library organisation, library services
and Library Management Service

Ronald Izaruku, FHS Assistant Librarian, briefs visitors from
Lira University.

AKU-FHS Librarian Jesca Karungi leads a UNITE Teacher
Training institution team on a tour of the library.

The COVID-19
pandemic:
Reﬂections on the roles of librarians
and information professionals
An article on Covid-19, published by two AKU Librarians
(Muhammad Yousuf Ali; Associate Librarian - FHS Library,
Pakistan and Peter Gatiti; University Librarian) has been
selected for the Top 5 posts on The Changing Landscape of
Online Librarians by the American Library Association ACRL
DOLS Research & Publications Committee. Published by
Health Information and Libraries Journal, the article is titled:
The COVID‐19 (Coronavirus) pandemic: reflections on the
roles of librarians and information professionals.
The ACRL ranking is accessible via:
https://acrl.ala.org/dols/2021/10/top-5-articles-on-the-changing-landscape-of-online-librarians/

Other Publications by library staff
(July 2021 to January 2022)
Gatiti, P., Ndirangu, E. ., Mwangi, J. ., Mwanzu, A., &
Ramadhani, T. (2021). Enhancing Healthcare Quality in
Hospitals through Electronic Health Records: A Systematic
Review. Journal of Health Informatics in Developing Countries, 15(2). Retrieved from
https://www.jhidc.org/index.php/jhidc/article/view/330
Gathoni, Nasra, "Evidence Based Medicine: The Role of the
Health Sciences Librarian" (2021). Library Philosophy and
Practice (e-journal). 6627.
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphilprac/6627
Gathoni, Nasra, "Internet Information Retrieval Experiences
and Challenges of Aga Khan University Library Users"
(2021). Library Philosophy and Practice (e-journal). 6489.
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphilprac/6489
Ghezzi-Kopel K, Ault J, Chimwaza G, Diekmann F, Eldermire
E, Gathoni N, Kelly J, Kinengyere AA, Kocher M, Lwoga ET,
Page J, Young S, Porciello J. Making the case for librarian
expertise to support evidence synthesis for the sustainable
development goals. Res Synth Methods. 2022
Jan;13(1):77-87.
http://doi.org/10.1002/jrsm.1528

Mwanzu, A. (2021). Open Access Publishing in Kenya: The
challenges and successes of transitioning to Transformative
Agreements, and opportunities for these agreements to
continue benefiting Kenyan researchers. Commonplace,
1(3).
https://doi.org/10.21428/6ffd8432.8ca166c3
Namuguzi, Mary & Nakaziba, Sarah (2022) Handbook of
Research on Mixed Methods Research in Information
Science. In Ngulube, Patrick, editor. Handbook of Research
on Mixed Methods Research in Information Science. IGI
Global, 2022.
https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-7998-8844-4
Batool, S.H., Ahmed, W., Mahmood, K. and Sharif, A.
(2021), "Social network analysis of Twitter data from Pakistan during COVID-19", Information Discovery and Delivery,
Vol. ahead-of-print No. ahead-of-print. This paper has been
included in WHO’s COVID literature database.
https://doi.org/10.1108/IDD-03-2021-0022.
Shahid, S. (2022). Generation’s information need: A study
of Pakistani university library. Library Philosophy and
Practice (e-journal). :
https://ecommons.aku.edu/libraries/69
Shahid, S., Parveen Siddiqui, R. (2021). Big data analytics
in public sector university libraries in Pakistan. Library
Philosophy and Practice (e-journal).:
https://ecommons.aku.edu/libraries/61

The Library staff in Nairobi creatively decorated books into a Christmas tree to celebrate the festive occasion.

The Library Newsletter is produced by the Ofﬁce of the University Librarian.
If you have any comments and ideas, please write to librarian@aku.edu

